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Romans

CHAPTER 1

AUL, a servant of Jesus Christ, called

to be an apostle, separated to the
gospel of God,
2 (Which he had promised before by his
prophets in the holy scriptures,)
3 Concerning his Son Jesus Christ our
Lord, which was made of the seed of
David according to the flesh;
4 And declared to be the Son of God with
power, according to the spirit of holi-
ness, by the resurrection from the dead:
5 By whom we have received grace and
apostleship, for obedience to the faith
among all nations, for his name:
6 Among whom are you also the called
of Jesus Christ:
7 To all that be in Rome, beloved of
God, called to be saints: Grace to you and
peace from God our Father, and the Lord
Jesus Christ.
8 First, | thank my God through Jesus
Christ for you all, that your faith is spoken
of throughout the whole world.
9 For God is my witness, whom | serve
with my spirit in the gospel of his Son,
that without ceasing | make mention of
you always in my prayers;
10 Making request, if by any means now
at length I might have a prosperous jour-
ney by the will of God to come to you.
11 For I long to see you, that | may im-
part to you some spiritual gift, to the end

1:14
serve him until he does.” Oswald Chambers

you may be established;

12 That is, that | may be comforted to-
gether with you by the mutual faith both
of you and me.

13 Now I would not have you ignorant,
brethren, that oftentimes | purposed to
come to you, (but was let hitherto,) that
I might have some fruit among you also,
even as among other Gentiles.

14 | am debtor both to the Greeks, and to
the Barbarians; both to the wise, and to the
unwise.

15 So, as much as in me is, | am ready to
preach the gospel to you that are at Rome
also.

16 For | am not ashamed of the gospel of
Christ: for it is the power of God to salva-
tion to every one that believes; to the Jew
first, and also to the Greek.

17 For therein is the righteousness of
God revealed from faith to faith: as it is
written, The just shall live by faith.

18 For the wrath of God is revealed from
heaven against all ungodliness and un-
righteousness of men, who hold the truth
in unrighteousness;

19 Because that which may be known
of God is manifest in them; for God has
showed it to them.

20 For the invisible things of him from
the creation of the world are clearly seen,
being understood by the things that are
made, even his eternal power and God-

“So long as there is a human being who does not know Jesus Christ, | am his debtor to
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head; so that they are without excuse:

21 Because that, when they knew God,
they glorified him not as God, neither
were thankful; but became vain in their
imaginations, and their foolish heart was
darkened.

22 Professing themselves to be wise, they
became fools,

23 And changed the glory of the uncor-
ruptible God into an image made like to
corruptible man, and to birds, and four-
footed beasts, and creeping things.

24 Wherefore God also gave them up to
uncleanness through the lusts of their
own hearts, to dishonor their own bod-
ies between themselves:

25 Who changed the truth of God into
a lie, and worshipped and served the
creature more than the Creator, who is
blessed for ever. Amen.

26 For this cause God gave them up to
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vile affections: for even their women did
change the natural use into that which is
against nature:

27 And likewise also the men, leaving
the natural use of the woman, burned in
their lust one toward another; men with
men working that which is unseemly,
and receiving in themselves that recom-
pense of their error which was meet.

28 And even as they did not like to re-
tain God in their knowledge, God gave
them over to a reprobate mind, to do
those things which are not convenient;
29 Being filled with all unrighteousness,
fornication, wickedness, covetousness,
maliciousness; full of envy, murder, de-
bate, deceit, malignity; whisperers,

30 Backbiters, haters of God, despiteful,
proud, boasters, inventors of evil things,
disobedient to parents,

31 Without understanding, covenant-

1:20 Faith in God is not “blind faith™; it is based on the fact of God’s existence seen clearly through

creation.

“This most beautiful system of the sun, planets, and comets could only proceed from the counsel
and dominion of an intelligent and powerful Being.” Sir Isaac Newton

“The more | study nature, the more | stand amazed at the work of the Creator.” Louis Pasteur

1:20 How to prove God’s existence. When | look at a building, how do | know that there was
a builder? | can’t see him, hear him, touch, taste, or smell him. Of course, the building is proof that
there was a builder. In fact, | couldn’t want better evidence that there was a builder than to have
the building in front of me. | don’t need ““faith™ to know that there was a builder. All | need is eyes
that can see and a brain that works.

Likewise, when | look at a painting, how can | know that there was a painter? Again, the paint-
ing is proof positive that there was a painter. | don’t need ““faith” to believe in a painter because |
can see the clear evidence.

The same principle applies with the existence of God. When | look at creation, how can | know
that there was a Creator? | can’t see Him, hear Him, touch Him, taste Him, or smell Him. How can |
know that He exists? Why, creation shows me that there is a Creator. | couldn’t want better proof
that a Creator exists than to have the creation in front of me. | don’t need faith to believe in a
Creator; all | need is eyes that can see and a brain that works: ““For the invisible things of Him from
the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even His
eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse” (Romans 1:20).

If, however, | want the builder to do something for me, then | need to have faith in him. The
same applies to God: “Without faith it is impossible to please Him: for He that comes to God must
believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of them that diligently seek Him” (Hebrews 11:6).

1:27 Homosexuality. Despite claims to the contrary, no scientific evidence has been found that
homosexuals are “born that way.” In fact, God’s Word is clear that sexual activity is to be only
within the bounds of marriage, between one man and one woman. Homosexuality goes against
God’s created order and expressed will. If a homosexual claims to be born that way, gently explain
that all people are born with a sin nature, but that our nature makes us children of wrath. (See
Jude 7 footnote.) See also 1 Timothy 1:8-10 footnote.
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QUESTIONS & OBJECTIONS

2:12

Romans 2

“Will people who have never heard the gospel all go to

hell because they haven't heard about Jesus Christ?”

No one will go to hell because they haven’t heard of Jesus Christ. The heathen will go to hell for

murder, rape, adultery, lust, theft, lying, etc. Sin is not failing to
hear the gospel. Rather, “sin is the transgression of the Law™ (1
John 3:4). If we really care about the lost, we will become mis-
sionaries and take the good news of God’s forgiveness in Christ to

them. See John 16:9 footnote.

breakers, without natural affection, im-
placable, unmerciful:

32 Who knowing the judgment of God,
that they which commit such things are
worthy of death, not only do the same,
but have pleasure in them that do them.

CHAPTER 2

HEREFORE you are inexcusable, O

man, whosoever you are that judge:
for wherein you judge another, you con-
demn yourself; for you that judge do the
same things.
2 But we are sure that the judgment of
God is according to truth against them
which commit such things.
3 And do you think this, O man, that
judge them which do such things, and
do the same, that you shall escape the
judgment of God?
4 Or do you despise the riches of his
goodness and forbearance and longsuf-
fering; not knowing that the goodness of
God leads you to repentance?
5 But after your hardness and impen-
itent heart you treasure up to yourself
wrath against the day of wrath and reve-
lation of the righteous judgment of God;
6 Who will render to every man accord-

i

ing to his deeds:

7 To them who by patient continuance
in well doing seek for glory and honor
and immortality, eternal life:

8 But to them that are contentious, and
do not obey the truth, but obey unright-
eousness, indignation and wrath,

9 Tribulation and anguish, upon every
soul of man that does evil, of the Jew first,
and also of the Gentile;

10 But glory, honor, and peace, to every
man that works good, to the Jew first,
and also to the Gentile:

11 For there is no respect of persons with
God.

12 For as many as have sinned without
law shall also perish without law: and as
many as have sinned in the law shall be
judged by the law;

13 (For not the hearers of the law are
just before God, but the doers of the law
shall be justified.

14 For when the Gentiles, which have
not the law, do by nature the things con-
tained in the law, these, having not the
law, are a law to themselves:

15 Which show the work of the law
written in their hearts, their conscience
also bearing witness, and their thoughts

2:4 This verse is sandwiched between statements of God’s judgment and wrath. If Paul was saying
that we should speak only of God’s goodness to sinners, he wasn’t practicing what he preached.

“I never knew but one person in the whole course of my ministry who acknowledged that the first
motions of religion in his own heart arose from a sense of the goodness of God, ‘What shall | ren-
der to the Lord, who has dealt so bountifully with me?’ But | think all besides who have come with-
in my notice have rather been first awakened to fly from the wrath to come by the passion of

fear.” Isaac Watts

2:15 *“Conscience is the internal perception of God’s moral Law.”” Oswald Chambers
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USING THE LAW IN EVANGELISM

Here Paul uses the Law to bring
“the knowledge of sin.”

Dr. J Gresham Machen said, “A
new and more powerful proclamation of
[the] Law is perhaps the most pressing need
of the hour; men would have little difficulty
with the gospel if they had only learned the
lesson of the Law.”” See James 2:8 footnote.

2:21

the mean while accusing or else excusing
one another;)

16 In the day when God shall judge the
secrets of men by Jesus Christ according
to my gospel.

17 Behold, you are called a Jew, and rest
in the law, and make your boast of God,
18 And know his will, and approve the
things that are more excellent, being in-
structed out of the law;

19 And are confident that you yourself
are a guide of the blind, a light of them
which are in darkness,

20 An instructor of the foolish, a teacher
of babes, which have the form of knowl-
edge and of the truth in the law.

21 You therefore which teach another, do
you not teach yourself? you that preach a
man should not steal, do you steal?

22 You that say a man should not com-
mit adultery, do you commit adultery?
you that abhor idols, do you commit sac-
rilege?

23 You that make your boast of the law,
through breaking the law do you dis-
honor God?

24 For the name of God is blasphemed
among the Gentiles through you, as it is
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written.

25 For circumcision verily profits, if you
keep the law: but if you be a breaker of
the law, your circumcision is made un-
circumcision.

26 Therefore if the uncircumcision keep
the righteousness of the law, shall not
his uncircumcision be counted for cir-
cumcision?

27 And shall not uncircumcision which
is by nature, if it fulfil the law, judge you,
who by the letter and circumcision do
transgress the law?

28 For he is not a Jew, which is one
outwardly; neither is that circumcision,
which is outward in the flesh:

29 But he is a Jew, which is one in-
wardly; and circumcision is that of the
heart, in the spirit, and not in the letter;
whose praise is not of men, but of God.

How did the apostles die?
See Acts 17:55.

CHAPTER 3

HAT advantage then has the Jew?

or what profit is there of circum-
cision?
2 Much every way: chiefly, because that
to them were committed the oracles of
God.
3 For what if some did not believe? shall
their unbelief make the faith of God with-
out effect?
4 God forbid: yea, let God be true, but
every man a liar; as it is written, That you

2:15 The sinner’s conscience. God has given light to every man. The word ““‘con-science” means
“with knowledge.”” The conscience is the headline warning of sin; the Scriptures give the fine print.
No man can say he doesn’t know that it’s wrong to murder or commit adultery. That knowledge is
written in bold print on his heart. However, in the Scriptures we see the true nature of sin: that
God requires truth even in the inward parts (Psalm 51:6). The fine print reveals that lust is adultery

of the heart, hatred is murder of the heart, etc.

2:15,16 There are two witnesses to our crimes: Our conscience and God Himself accuse us.

See 1 Corinthians 6:9,10 footnote.

2:16 Judgment Day: For verses that warn of its reality, see Romans 14:10.
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QUESTIONS & OBJECTIONS

31

Sadly, many of today’s Jews profess godliness but don’t embrace
the Scriptures as we presume they do. Therefore, it is often difficult

“How should | witness to a Jew?”

Romans 3

to reason with them about Jesus being the Messiah. This is why it is imperative to ask a Jew if he
has kept the Law of Moses—to “‘shut™ him up under the Law (Galatians 3:23) and strip him of
his self-righteousness. The Law will show him his need of a Savior and become a “schoolmaster’
to bring him to Christ (Galatians 3:24), as happened to Paul, Nicodemus, and Nathaniel. It was
the Law that brought 3,000 Jews to the foot of the cross on the Day of Pentecost. Without it
they would not have known that they had sinned (Romans 7:7), and therefore would not have
seen their need of the Savior. See Luke 18:20 footnote for how to use the Law in evangelism.

might be justified in your sayings, and
might overcome when you are judged.

5 But if our unrighteousness commend
the righteousness of God, what shall we
say? Is God unrighteous who takes ven-
geance? (I speak as a man)

6 God forbid: for then how shall God
judge the world?

7 For if the truth of God has more
abounded through my lie to his glory;
why yet am | also judged as a sinner?

8 And not rather, (as we be slanderous-
ly reported, and as some affirm that we
say,) Let us do evil, that good may come?
whose damnation is just.

9 What then? are we better than they?
No, in no wise: for we have before proved
both Jews and Gentiles, that they are all
under sin;

10 As it is written, There is none right-
€ous, no, not one:

11 There is none that understands,
there is none that seeks after God.

12 They are all gone out of the way,
they are together become unprofitable;
there is none that does good, no, not
one.

13 Their throat is an open sepulchre;
with their tongues they have used de-
ceit; the poison of asps is under their
lips:

14 Whose mouth is full of cursing and
bitterness:

15 Their feet are swift to shed blood:
16 Destruction and misery are in their

ways:
17 And the way of peace have they not
known:

18 There is no fear of God before their
eyes.

19 Now we know that what things so-
ever the law says, it says to them who
are under the law: that every mouth may
be stopped, and all the world may be-
come guilty before God.

THE FUNCTION OF THE LAW

The purpose of the Law is to
stop the sinner’s mouth of justi-
fication. The Law tells him what
sin is (see 1 John 3:4) and stops him pro-
claiming his own goodness. Its intent is to
drive him to the cross. John Wesley said,
“The first use of [the Law], without question,
is to convince the world of sin. By this is the
sinner discovered to himself. All his fig-leaves
are torn away, and he sees that he is
‘wretched and poor and miserable, blind and
naked.” The Law flashes conviction on every
side. He feels himself a mere sinner. He has
nothing to pay. His ‘mouth is stopped’ and
he stands ‘guilty before God.””

3:19

“Ask Paul why [the Law] was given. Here is
his answer, ‘That every mouth may be
stopped, and all the world may become
guilty before God’ (Romans 3:19). The Law
stops every man’s mouth. | can always tell a
man who is near the kingdom of God; his
mouth is stopped. This, then, is why God
gives us the Law—to show us ourselves in
our true colors.” D. L. Moody
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“Do you think that Christians are better than non-
Christians?”

The Christian is no better than a non-Christian, but he is infinitely better off. It is like two men
on a plane, one of whom is wearing a parachute while the other is not. Neither is Y
better than the other, but the man with the parachute is certainly better off than

the man who is not wearing a parachute. The difference will be
seen when they jump from the plane at 20,000 feet. Jesus warned
that if we “jump” into death without Him, we would perish.

Even harsher than the law of gravity is the Law of an infinitely holy and just
Creator. Scripture states that sinners are God’s enemy (Romans 5:10) and that ““it
is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God (Hebrews 10:31).

20 Therefore by the deeds of the law
there shall no flesh be justified in his
sight: for by the law is the knowledge of
sin.

21 But now the righteousness of God

THE FUNCTION OF THE LAwW

Sin is like smog—it is not visible
while you are in its midst. The
Law takes the sinner above the
smog of his own perspective and shows him
heaven’s viewpoint. It gives the sinner knowl-
edge of his sin. John Bunyan stated, “The
man who does not know the nature of the
Law cannot know the nature of sin.”

3:20

“The trouble with people who are not seek-
ing for a Savior, and for salvation, is that
they do not understand the nature of sin. It
is the peculiar function of the Law to bring
such an understanding to a man’s mind and
conscience. That is why great evangelical
preachers 300 years ago in the time of the
Puritans, and 200 years ago in the time of
Whitefield and others, always engaged in
what they called a preliminary ‘Law work.””
Martyn Lloyd-Jones

“The first duty of the gospel preacher is to

declare God’s Law and show the nature of
sin.” Martin Luther

e TS e

without the law is manifested, being wit-
nessed by the law and the prophets;

22 Even the righteousness of God which
is by faith of Jesus Christ to all and upon
all them that believe: for there is no dif-
ference:

23 For all have sinned, and come short
of the glory of God;

24 Being justified freely by his grace
through the redemption that is in Christ
Jesus:

25 Whom God has set forth to be a pro-
pitiation through faith in his blood, to
declare his righteousness for the remis-
sion of sins that are past, through the for-
bearance of God;

26 To declare, | say, at this time his
righteousness: that he might be just, and
the justifier of him which believes in
Jesus.

27 Where is boasting then? It is exclud-
ed. By what law? of works? Nay: but by
the law of faith.

28 Therefore we conclude that a man is
justified by faith without the deeds of
the law.

29 Is he the God of the Jews only? is he
not also of the Gentiles? Yes, of the Gen-
tiles also:

3:19 ““Every unredeemed human being, Jew or Gentile, is under the Law of God and accountable
to God. The final verdict, then, is that unredeemed mankind has no defense whatever and is guilty
of all charges. The defense must rest, as it were, before it has opportunity to say anything, because
the omniscient and all-wise God has infallibly demonstrated the impossibility of any grounds of ac-
quittal. Absolute silence is the only possible response.” John MacArthur
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30 Seeing it is one God, which shall jus-
tify the circumcision by faith, and uncir-
cumcision through faith.

31 Do we then make void the law
through faith? God forbid: yea, we estab-
lish the law.

CHAPTER 4

HAT shall we say then that Abra-

ham our father, as pertaining to
the flesh, has found?
2 For if Abraham were justified by works,
he has whereof to glory; but not before
God.
3 For what do the Scriptures say? Abra-
ham believed God, and it was counted to
him for righteousness.
4 Now to him that works is the reward
not reckoned of grace, but of debt.
5 But to him that works not, but be-
lieves on him that justifies the ungodly,
his faith is counted for righteousness.
6 Even as David also describes the bless-
edness of the man, to whom God imputes
righteousness without works,
7 Saying, Blessed are they whose inig-
uities are forgiven, and whose sins are
covered.
8 Blessed is the man to whom the Lord
will not impute sin.
9 Came this blessedness then upon the
circumcision only, or upon the uncir-
cumcision also? for we say that faith was
reckoned to Abraham for righteousness.
10 How was it then reckoned? when he
was in circumcision, or in uncircumci-
sion? Not in circumcision, but in uncir-
cumcision.
11 And he received the sign of circum-
cision, a seal of the righteousness of the
faith which he had yet being uncircum-
cised: that he might be the father of all
them that believe, though they be not
circumcised; that righteousness might be

Romans 4

imputed to them also:

12 And the father of circumcision to
them who are not of the circumcision
only, but who also walk in the steps of
that faith of our father Abraham, which
he had being yet uncircumcised.

13 For the promise, that he should be
the heir of the world, was not to Abra-
ham, or to his seed, through the law, but
through the righteousness of faith.

14 For if they which are of the law be
heirs, faith is made void, and the prom-
ise made of no effect:

| would sooner bring one sinner to
Jesus than unravel all the mysteries of
the Word, for salvation is the thing we
are to live for.

CHARLES SPURGEON

15 Because the law works wrath: for
where no law is, there is no transgression.
16 Therefore it is of faith, that it might
be by grace; to the end the promise
might be sure to all the seed; not to that
only which is of the law, but to that also
which is of the faith of Abraham; who is
the father of us all,

17 (As it is written, | have made you a
father of many nations,) before him
whom he believed, even God, who quick-
ens the dead, and calls those things which
be not as though they were.

18 Who against hope believed in hope,
that he might become the father of many
nations; according to that which was
spoken, So shall your seed be.

19 And being not weak in faith, he con-
sidered not his own body now dead,
when he was about an hundred years old,
neither yet the deadness of Sara’'s womb:
20 He staggered not at the promise of
God through unbelief; but was strong in

4:20 There is a wise saying: “If it sounds too good to be true, it probably is.”” That is solid advice
when you are dealing with sinful mankind. But the promises of God—of forgiveness of sin, of
peace with God through trusting in the Savior, of a new heaven and a new earth—come from a
faithful Creator, and there is no greater insult to God than not to believe His promises.



Romans 4

faith, giving glory to God,;

21 And being fully persuaded that, what
he had promised, he was able also to
perform.

22 And therefore it was imputed to him
for righteousness.

23 Now it was not written for his sake
alone, that it was imputed to him;

24 But for us also, to whom it shall be
imputed, if we believe on him that raised
up Jesus our Lord from the dead;

25 Who was delivered for our offences,
and was raised again for our justification.

CHAPTER 5

HEREFORE being justified by faith,

we have peace with God through
our Lord Jesus Christ:
2 By whom also we have access by faith
into this grace wherein we stand, and re-
joice in hope of the glory of God.
3 And not only so, but we glory in trib-
ulations also: knowing that tribulation
works patience;
4 And patience, experience; and experi-
ence, hope:
5 And hope makes not ashamed; be-
cause the love of God is shed abroad in
our hearts by the Holy Spirit which is giv-
en to us.
6 For when we were yet without
strength, in due time Christ died for
the ungodly.
7 For scarcely for a righteous man will
one die: yet peradventure for a good
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man some would even dare to die.

8 But God commends his love toward
us, in that, while we were yet sinners,
Christ died for us.

9 Much more then, being now justified
by his blood, we shall be saved from
wrath through him.

10 For if, when we were enemies, we
were reconciled to God by the death of
his Son, much more, being reconciled,
we shall be saved by his life.

11 And not only so, but we also joy in
God through our Lord Jesus Christ, by
whom we have now received the atone-
ment.

12 Wherefore, as by one man sin en-
tered into the world, and death by sin;
and so death passed upon all men, for
that all have sinned:

13 (For until the law sin was in the
world: but sin is not imputed when there
is no law.

14 Nevertheless death reigned from Adam
to Moses, even over them that had not
sinned after the similitude of Adam’s trans-
gression, who is the figure of him that
was to come.

15 But not as the offence, so also is the
free gift. For if through the offence of
one many be dead, much more the grace
of God, and the gift by grace, which is
by one man, Jesus Christ, has abounded
to many.

16 And not as it was by one that sinned,
so is the gift: for the judgment was by

5:8 *“God proved His love on the cross. When Christ hung, and bled, and died, it was God saying
to the world, ‘I love you.”” Billy Graham

5:14 Many years ago, a man jumped off a high bridge in an effort to end his life. Fortunately, he
lived through the ordeal but broke his back as a result of the fall, and ended up in a wheelchair. His
attempt to take his life caused a great deal of distress, to those in control of the bridge, to para-
medics, to traffic, and especially to his family. Authorities wanted to press charges against him but
they couldn’t; since this was the city’s first suicide attempt, they had no law forbidding such an act.
He escaped the consequences of the law of man, but suffered the painful consequences of break-
ing another law, the law of gravity.

In the same way, there was no prosecution by God from Adam to Moses. However, every per-
son in Adam still sinned and therefore suffered the consequences of breaking the then unwritten
moral Law—*‘the soul that sins, it shall die” (Ezekiel 18:4). Death reigned as king, with a dominion
from Adam to Moses. They didn’t partake from the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil as did
Adam, but they still sinned against God.
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5:12 '
‘loving’ God.”

Study the soil for a moment. It naturally pro-
duces weeds. No one plants them; no one
waters them. They even stubbornly push
through cracks of a dry sidewalk. Millions of
useless weeds sprout like there’s no tomor-
row, strangling our crops and ruining our
lawns. Pull them out by the roots, and there
will be more tomorrow. They are nothing but
acurse!

Consider how much of the earth is unin-
habitable. There are millions of square miles of
barren deserts in Africa and other parts of the
world. Most of Australia is nothing but miles
and miles of useless desolate land.

Not only that, but the earth is constantly
shaken with massive earthquakes. Its shores
are lashed with hurricanes; tornadoes rip
through creation with incredible fury; devas-
tating floods soak the land; and terrible
droughts parch the soil. Sharks, tigers, lions,
snakes, spiders, and disease-carrying mosqui-
toes attack humanity and suck its life’s blood.
The earth’s inhabitants are afflicted with dis-
ease, pain, suffering, and death.

Think of how many people are plagued
with cancer, Alzheimer’s, multiple sclerosis,
heart disease, emphysema, Parkinson’s, and a
number of other debilitating illnesses. Con-
sider all the children with leukemia, or people
born with crippling diseases or without the
mental capability to even feed themselves. All
these things should convince thinking minds
that something is radically wrong.

Did God blow it when He created human-
ity? What sort of tyrant must our Creator be if
this was His master plan?

Sadly, many use the issue of suffering as
an excuse to reject any thought of God, when
its existence is the very reason we should ac-
cept Him. Suffering stands as terrible testimo-
ny to the truth of the explanation given by the
Word of God.

But how can we know that the Bible is
true? Simply by studying the prophecies of
Matthew 24, Luke 21, and 2 Timothy 3. A
few minutes of openhearted inspection will
convince any honest skeptic that this is no or-

Romans 5

“Why is there suffering? That proves there is no

dinary book. It is the supernatural testament
of our Creator about why there is suffering...
and what we can do about it.

The Bible tells us that God cursed the earth
because of Adam’s transgression. Weeds are a
curse. So is disease. Sin and suffering cannot
be separated. The Scriptures inform us that
we live in a fallen creation. In the beginning,
God created man perfect, and he lived in a
perfect world without suffering. It was heaven
on earth. When sin came into the world,
death and misery came with it.

Those who understand the message of
Holy Scripture eagerly await a new heaven
and a new earth “wherein dwells righteous-
ness.” In that coming Kingdom there will be
no more pain, suffering, disease, or death. We
are told that no eye has ever seen, nor has any
ear heard, neither has any man’s mind ever
imagined the wonderful things that God has
in store for those who love Him (1 Corinthians
2:9). Think for a moment what it would be
like if food grew with the fervor of weeds.
Consider how wonderful it would be if the
deserts became incredibly fertile, if creation
stopped devouring humanity. Imagine if the
weather worked for us instead of against us, if
disease completely disappeared, if pain was a
thing of the past, if death was no more.

The dilemma is that we are like a child
whose insatiable appetite for chocolate has
caused his face to break out with ugly sores.
He looks in the mirror and sees a sight that
makes him depressed. But instead of giving up
his beloved chocolate, he consoles himself by
stuffing more into his mouth. Yet, the source
of his pleasure is actually the cause of his suf-
fering.

The whole face of the earth is nothing but
ugly sores of suffering. Everywhere we look
we see unspeakable pain. But instead of be-
lieving God’s explanation and asking Him to
forgive us and change our appetite, we run
deeper into sin’s sweet embrace. There we
find solace in its temporal pleasures, thus in-
tensifying our pain, both in this life and in the
life to come.
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one to condemnation, but the free gift is
of many offences to justification.

17 For if by one man’s offence death
reigned by one; much more they which
receive abundance of grace and of the
gift of righteousness shall reign in life by
one, Jesus Christ.)

18 Therefore as by the offence of one
judgment came upon all men to con-
demnation; even so by the righteousness
of one the free gift came upon all men to
justification of life.

19 For as by one man’s disobedience
many were made sinners, so by the obe-
dience of one shall many be made right-
eous.

20 Moreover the law entered, that the
offence might abound. But where sin
abounded, grace did much more abound:
21 That as sin has reigned to death,
even so might grace reign through right-
eousness to eternal life by Jesus Christ
our Lord.

CHAPTER 6

HAT shall we say then? Shall we

continue in sin, that grace may
abound?
2 God forbid. How shall we, that are
dead to sin, live any longer therein?
3 Do you not know, that so many of us
as were baptized into Jesus Christ were
baptized into his death?
4 Therefore we are buried with him by
baptism into death: that like as Christ
was raised up from the dead by the glory
of the Father, even so we also should
walk in newness of life.

5:20
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5 For if we have been planted together
in the likeness of his death, we shall be
also in the likeness of his resurrection:

6 Knowing this, that our old man is
crucified with him, that the body of sin
might be destroyed, that henceforth we
should not serve sin.

7 For he that is dead is freed from sin.

8 Now if we be dead with Christ, we
believe that we shall also live with him:

9 Knowing that Christ being raised from
the dead dies no more; death has no
more dominion over him.

10 For in that he died, he died to sin
once: but in that he lives, he lives to
God.

11 Likewise reckon you also yourselves
to be dead indeed to sin, but alive to
God through Jesus Christ our Lord.

12 Let not sin therefore reign in your
mortal body, that you should obey it in
the lusts thereof.

13 Neither yield your members as in-
struments of unrighteousness to sin: but
yield yourselves to God, as those that are
alive from the dead, and your members
as instruments of righteousness to God.
14 For sin shall not have dominion over
you: for you are not under the law, but
under grace.

15 What then? shall we sin, because we
are not under the law, but under grace?
God forbid.

16 Do you not know, that to whom you
yield yourselves servants to obey, his ser-
vants you are to whom you obey; whether
of sin to death, or of obedience to right-
eousness?

“God’s grace cannot be faithfully preached to unbelievers until His Law is preached and

man’s corrupt nature is exposed. It is impossible for a person to fully realize his need for God’s
grace until he sees how terribly he has failed the standards of God’s Law. It is impossible for him to
realize his need for mercy until he realizes the magnitude of his guilt.” John MacArthur

6:6 See 1 John 2:1 footnote.
6:14

In Christ we are sheltered under the umbrella of grace from the rain of the wrath of the

Law. Paul is not saying that the Law has been done away with. Jesus Himself said that He hadn’t
come to do away with the Law. We “establish” the Law in Christ (Romans 3:31). We corroborate
it. It still remains as the standard of God’s righteousness, and it will be the means by which He will
judge the world.
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17 But God be thanked, that you were
the servants of sin, but you have obeyed
from the heart that form of doctrine which
was delivered you.

18 Being then made free from sin, you
became the servants of righteousness.

19 | speak after the manner of men be-
cause of the infirmity of your flesh: for as
you have yielded your members servants
to uncleanness and to iniquity to iniqui-
ty; even so now yield your members ser-
vants to righteousness to holiness.

20 For when you were the servants of
sin, you were free from righteousness.

21 What fruit had you then in those
things whereof you are now ashamed?
for the end of those things is death.

22 But now being made free from sin,
and become servants to God, you have
your fruit to holiness, and the end ever-
lasting life.

23 For the wages of sin is death; but
the gift of God is eternal life through
Jesus Christ our Lord.

CHAPTER 7

O you not know, brethren, (for |

speak to them that know the law,)
how that the law has dominion over a
man as long as he lives?
2 For the woman which has an hus-
band is bound by the law to her hus-
band so long as he lives; but if the hus-
band be dead, she is loosed from the law
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of her husband.

3 So then if, while her husband lives,
she be married to another man, she shall
be called an adulteress: but if her hus-
band be dead, she is free from that law;
so that she is no adulteress, though she
be married to another man.

4 Wherefore, my brethren, you also are
become dead to the law by the body of
Christ; that you should be married to
another, even to him who is raised from
the dead, that we should bring forth fruit
to God.

5 For when we were in the flesh, the
motions of sins, which were by the law,
did work in our members to bring forth
fruit to death.

6 But now we are delivered from the
law, that being dead wherein we were
held; that we should serve in newness of
spirit, and not in the oldness of the letter.
7 What shall we say then? Is the law
sin? God forbid. Nay, | had not known
sin, but by the law: for | had not known
lust, except the law had said, You shall
not covet.

8 But sin, taking occasion by the com-
mandment, wrought in me all manner of
concupiscence. For without the law sin
was dead.

9 For | was alive without the law once:
but when the commandment came, sin
revived, and | died.

10 And the commandment, which was

7:7 “‘Even with the light of nature, and the light of conscience, and the light of tradition, there
are some things we should never have believed to be sins had we not been taught so by the Law.”

Charles Spurgeon

7:9 “Itis right for a preacher of the gospel first, by a revelation of the Law and of sin, to rebuke
everything and make sin of everything that is not the living fruit of the Spirit and faith in Christ, so
that men may be led to know themselves and their own wretchedness, and become humble and

ask for help.

“No one knows that lime has heat until he pours water upon it. Then the heat has occasion to
show itself. The water did not create the heat in the lime, but it has made itself manifest. It is simi-

lar to the will of man and the Law.

“‘| was alive without the law once: but when the commandment came, sin revived’ (Romans

7:9). So it is with the work-righteous and the proud unbelievers. Because they do not know the
Law of God, which is directed against them, it is impossible for them to know their sin. Therefore
also they are not amenable to instruction. If they would know the Law, they would also know their
sin; and sin to which they are now dead would become alive in them.” Martin Luther
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THE FUNCTION OF THE LAW

“To slay the sinner is then the
first use of the Law, to destroy
the life and strength wherein
he trusts and convince him that he is dead
while he lives; not only under the sentence
of death, but actually dead to God, void of
all spiritual life, dead in trespasses and sins.”
John Wesley

7:11

ordained to life, | found to be to death.
11 For sin, taking occasion by the com-
mandment, deceived me, and by it slew
me.

12 Wherefore the law is holy, and the
commandment holy, and just, and good.
13 Was then that which is good made
death to me? God forbid. But sin, that it
might appear sin, working death in me
by that which is good; that sin by the
commandment might become exceeding
sinful.

14 For we know that the law is spiritual:
but I am carnal, sold under sin.

15 For that which | do | allow not: for
what | would, that do | not; but what |
hate, that do I.
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16 If then I do that which | would not,
I consent to the law that it is good.

17 Now then it is no more | that do it,
but sin that dwells in me.

18 For I know that in me (that is, in my
flesh,) dwells no good thing: for to will
is present with me; but how to perform
that which is good I find not.

19 For the good that | would I do not:
but the evil which | would not, that | do.
20 Now if I do that | would not, it is no
more | that do it, but sin that dwells in me.

For last words of famous people,
see 1 Corinthians 15:55 footnote.

21 | find then a law, that, when | would
do good, evil is present with me.

22 For | delight in the law of God after
the inward man:

23 But | see another law in my mem-
bers, warring against the law of my mind,
and bringing me into captivity to the law
of sin which is in my members.

7:10 *“The Law is not in fault, but our evil and wicked nature; even as a heap of lime is still and
quiet until water be poured thereon, but then it begins to smoke and burn, not from the fault of
the water, but from the nature and kind of the lime which will not endure it.”” Augustine

7:18,19 There is disagreement about whether Paul is speaking of his pre-conversion experience
or the battle the Christian has with sin. It would seem that both interpretations may be applied.
God bless the Christian who is able to obtain “sinless perfection.” He is a better man than most
Christians. Rather, the majority of believers can identify with George Whitefield:

After we are renewed, yet we are renewed but in part, indwelling sin continues in us, there
is a mixture of corruption in every one of our duties; so that after we are converted, were
Jesus Christ only to accept us according to our works, our works would damn us, for we
cannot put up a prayer but it is far from that perfection which the moral Law requireth. | do
not know what you may think, but | can say that | cannot pray but | sin—cannot preach to
you or others but | sin—I can do nothing without sin; and, as one expresseth it, my repen-
tance wants to be repented of, and my tears to be washed in the precious blood of my dear
Redeemer.

7:22  ““Never, never let us despise [the Law]. It is the symptom of an ignorant ministry, and un-
healthy state of religion, when the Law is reckoned unimportant. The true Christian delights in
God’s Law.” J. C. Ryle

In speaking of the Christian’s attitude to the Law, John Wesley said, “Yea, love and value it for the
sake of Him from whom it came, and of Him to whom it leads. Let it be thy glory and joy, next to
the cross of Christ. Declare its praise, and make it honorable before all men.”
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after the Spirit.

2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ

Jesus has made me free from the law of

sin and death.

3 For what the law could not do, in that

it was weak through the flesh, God send-
= ing his own Son in the likeness of sinful

T g flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the
- { flesh:
A . 4 That the righteousness of the law
e ' might be fulfilled in us, who walk not
% after the flesh, but after the Spirit.

5 For they that are after the flesh do
l mind the things of the flesh; but they that
are after the Spirit the things of the Spirit.
6 For to be carnally minded is death;
but to be spiritually minded is life and
peace.
7 Because the carnal mind is enmity
against God: for it is not subject to the

(Can Hinduism provide deliverance from
sin? See Romans 7:24,25 footnote.)

o

24 O wretched man that | am! who
shall deliver me from the body of this
death?

25 | thank God through Jesus Christ
our Lord. So then with the mind | myself
serve the law of God; but with the flesh
the law of sin.

CHAPTER 8
HERE is therefore now no condem-
nation to them which are in Christ
Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but

law of God, neither indeed can be.

8 So then they that are in the flesh can-
not please God.

9 But you are not in the flesh, but in the
Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell
in you. Now if any man have not the
Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.

10 And if Christ be in you, the body is
dead because of sin; but the Spirit is life
because of righteousness.

11 But if the Spirit of him that raised up
Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that
raised up Christ from the dead shall also
quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit

7:24,25 Mahatma Ghandi acknowledged the inability of his religion to atone for sin. Despite his
moral lifestyle and good works, he admitted, “It is a constant torture to me that | am still so far
from Him whom | know to be my very life and being. | know it is my own wretchedness and
wickedness that keeps me from Him.” All works-based religions lead to futility and death. It is only
in Jesus Christ that sinners can find forgiveness for their sins and deliverance from death and hell.

8:2 A higher Law. One hundred fifty years ago it would have been thought insane that a jumbo
jet, filled with people, could fly. The law of gravity made it impossible for even a feather to remain
in the air. Yet, we know that when a certain object moves at a particular speed, it moves out of the
law of gravity into a higher law—the law of aerodynamics—even though the law of gravity still re-
mains. The world thinks the Christian is insane to live for Jesus Christ. But we know that, even
though there is the law of sin and death, we live in a higher law—the law of the Spirit of life in
Christ Jesus.

8:6 “Let no man think of fighting hell’s legions if he is still fighting an internal warfare. Carnage
without will sicken him if he has carnality within. It is the man who has surrendered to the Lord
who will never surrender to his enemies.” Leonard Ravenhill
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822 “Mother Nature sure blew it...”
Hurricanes, tornadoes, floods, droughts, and earthquakes kill Qk’
tens of thousands of people each year. Multitudes endure crip-
pling diseases, endless suffering, and unspeakable pain (see
Romans 5:12 footnote). Many non-Christians credit a heartless
Mother Nature for giving us all this grief. They fail to consider that “Mother Nature” has a
Senior Partner—Father God.

However, if God is responsible for all this heartache, that presents an interesting dilemma. If
God is an “all-loving™ Father figure, as we are told, we seem to have three choices: 1) God blew
it when He made everything (He’s creative but incompetent); 2) God is a tyrant, who gets His
kicks from seeing kids die of leukemia; 3) something between God and man is radically wrong.
These are our choices...and those who take time to consider the evidence will lean toward num-
ber three. Something between man and God is radically wrong, and the Bible tells us what it is.

There is a war going on. We are told that mankind is an enemy of God in his mind through
wicked works (Colossians 1:21). That’s not too hard to see. Man is continually committing vio-
lent acts such as murder and rape, lying, stealing, etc., as the daily news confirms. He uses God’s
name as a curse word, while Mother Nature gets the glory for His creation—unless there’s a hor-
rible disaster; then man calls that “an act of God.”

An applicable acronym for WAR is We Are Right. Any country going to war does so because
it has the conviction that it is in the right. However, a quick look at God’s Law shows us who is
right and who is wrong. We, not God, are the guilty party. If we want His blessing back on our
nation and in our lives, we must make peace with Him, and that is possible only through faith in

Jesus Christ.

that dwells in you.

12 Therefore, brethren, we are debtors,
not to the flesh, to live after the flesh.

13 For if you live after the flesh, you
shall die: but if you through the Spirit do
mortify the deeds of the body, you shall
live.

14 For as many as are led by the Spirit
of God, they are the sons of God.

15 For you have not received the spirit
of bondage again to fear; but you have
received the Spirit of adoption, whereby
we cry, Abba, Father.

16 The Spirit itself bears witness with our
spirit, that we are the children of God:
17 And if children, then heirs; heirs of
God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be
that we suffer with him, that we may be
also glorified together.

18 For I reckon that the sufferings of
this present time are not worthy to be
compared with the glory which shall be
revealed in us.

19 For the earnest expectation of the

creature waits for the manifestation of
the sons of God.

20 For the creature was made subject to
vanity, not willingly, but by reason of
him who has subjected the same in hope,
21 Because the creature itself also shall
be delivered from the bondage of cor-
ruption into the glorious liberty of the
children of God.

22 For we know that the whole creation
groans and travails in pain together until
now.

23 And not only they, but ourselves also,
which have the firstfruits of the Spirit,
even we ourselves groan within ourselves,
waiting for the adoption, to wit, the re-
demption of our body.

24 For we are saved by hope: but hope
that is seen is not hope: for what a man
sees, why does he yet hope for?

25 But if we hope for that we see not,
then do we with patience wait for it.

26 Likewise the Spirit also helps our in-
firmities: for we know not what we should
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pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself
makes intercession for us with groanings
which cannot be uttered.

27 And he that searches the hearts knows
what is the mind of the Spirit, because
he makes intercession for the saints ac-
cording to the will of God.

28 And we know that all things work
together for good to them that love God,
to them who are the called according to
his purpose.

29 For whom he did foreknow, he also
did predestinate to be conformed to the
image of his Son, that he might be the
firstborn among many brethren.

The gospel isn’t a treasure to be
hoarded,; it’s a gift to be shared.

GREG LAURIE

30 Moreover whom he did predestinate,
them he also called: and whom he called,
them he also justified: and whom he jus-
tified, them he also glorified.

31 What shall we then say to these things?
If God be for us, who can be against us?
32 He that spared not his own Son, but
delivered him up for us all, how shall he
not with him also freely give us all things?
33 Who shall lay any thing to the charge
of God’s elect? It is God that justifies.

34 Who is he that condemns? It is Christ
that died, yes rather, that is risen again,
who is even at the right hand of God,
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who also makes intercession for us.

35 Who shall separate us from the love
of Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or
peril, or sword?

36 As it is written, For your sake we are
killed all the day long; we are accounted
as sheep for the slaughter.

37 Nay, in all these things we are more
than conquerors through him that loved
us.

38 For | am persuaded, that neither
death, nor life, nor angels, nor principal-
ities, nor powers, nor things present, nor
things to come,

39 Nor height, nor depth, nor any other
creature, shall be able to separate us from
the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus
our Lord.

CHAPTER 9

SAY the truth in Christ, | lie not, my

conscience also bearing me witness in
the Holy Spirit,
2 That | have great heaviness and con-
tinual sorrow in my heart.
3 For I could wish that myself were ac-
cursed from Christ for my brethren, my
kinsmen according to the flesh:
4 Who are Israelites; to whom pertain
the adoption, and the glory, and the cov-
enants, and the giving of the law, and the
service of God, and the promises;
5 Whose are the fathers, and of whom as
concerning the flesh Christ came, who is

8:39 The cost of our redemption was the blood of God’s Son. The Father’s love for us was and is
so great, He didn’t hesitate for a moment, but delivered Him up freely for us like a lamb for the
slaughter. If that is the case, then what good thing will He hold back from those who walk upright-
ly in Christ! What demon can make one peep, or mutter an accusation against us, when we have
such evidence of God’s love set before our eyes? What trial could ever separate us from the devo-
tion of God in Christ?

Shall the Shepherd, who put His life in great jeopardy by climbing down a precipice to rescue a
lost sheep, carry it back carelessly? Will He now let it starve after He risked His very life to rescue it?
Will He now stand by idly and let wolves devour the sheep? The Chief Shepherd descended into
death itself to deliver us. He has already proven His great love by willingly giving His life for the
sheep, so no tribulation, distress, persecution, famine, or even sharp sword will cut us off from such
love.

9:1 “When a man calls himself an atheist, he is not attacking God; he is attacking his own con-
science.” Michael Pearl
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over all, God blessed for ever. Amen.

6 Not as though the word of God has
taken none effect. For they are not all
Israel, which are of Israel:

7 Neither, because they are the seed of
Abraham, are they all children: but, In
Isaac shall your seed be called.

8 That is, they which are the children of
the flesh, these are not the children of
God: but the children of the promise are
counted for the seed.

9 For this is the word of promise, At
this time will | come, and Sara shall have
a son.

10 And not only this; but when Rebecca
also had conceived by one, even by our
father Isaac;

11 (For the children being not yet born,
neither having done any good or evil,
that the purpose of God according to
election might stand, not of works, but
of him that calls;)

12 It was said to her, The elder shall
serve the younger.

13 As it is written, Jacob have | loved,
but Esau have | hated.

14 What shall we say then? Is there un-
righteousness with God? God forbid.

15 For he said to Moses, | will have
mercy on whom | will have mercy, and |
will have compassion on whom 1 will

9:2,3 A letter from an atheist:
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have compassion.

16 So then it is not of him that wills, nor
of him that runs, but of God that shows
mercy.

17 For the scripture said to Pharaoh,
Even for this same purpose have | raised
you up, that I might show my power in
you, and that my name might be declared
throughout all the earth.

18 Therefore has he mercy on whom he
will have mercy, and whom he will he
hardens.

19 You will say then to me, Why does
he yet find fault? For who has resisted
his will?

20 Nay but, O man, who are you that
reply against God? Shall the thing formed
say to him that formed it, Why have you
made me thus?

21 Has not the potter power over the
clay, of the same lump to make one ves-
sel to honor, and another to dishonor?
22 What if God, willing to show his
wrath, and to make his power known,
endured with much longsuffering the
vessels of wrath fitted to destruction:

23 And that he might make known the
riches of his glory on the vessels of mercy,
which he had before prepared to glory,
24 Even us, whom he has called, not of
the Jews only, but also of the Gentiles?

“You are really convinced that you’ve got all the answers. You’ve really got yourself tricked into be-
lieving that you’re 100% right. Well, let me tell you just one thing. Do you consider yourself to be
compassionate of other humans? If you’re right about God, as you say you are, and you believe
that, then how can you sleep at night? When you speak with me, you are speaking with someone
who you believe is walking directly into eternal damnation, into an endless onslaught of horren-
dous pain which your ‘loving’ god created, yet you stand by and do nothing.

“If you believed one bit that thousands every day were falling into an eternal and unchangeable
fate, you should be running the streets mad with rage at their blindness. That’s equivalent to stand-
ing on a street corner and watching every person that passes you walk blindly directly into the path
of a bus and die, yet you stand idly by and do nothing. You're just twiddling your thumbs, happy in
the knowledge that one day that ‘Walk’ signal will shine your way across the road.

“Think about it. Imagine the horrors hell must have in store if the Bible is true. You’re just going
to allow that to happen and not care about saving anyone but yourself? If you're right, then you're
an uncaring, unemotional and purely selfish (expletive) that has no right to talk about subjects such
as love and caring.”

If we have great heaviness and sorrow in our heart for the lost, we will warn them of the realities of
hell (see 2 Thessalonians 1:8,9 footnote) and how to avoid it. See John 4:1 footnote for witnessing tips.
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QUESTIONS & OBJECTIONS

10:3

Romans 10

“Why are there so many different religions?”

It has been well said that ““religion” is man’s way of trying to deal with his guilt. Different reli-
gions have different ways of attempting to rid their adherants of sin and its consequences. They
fast, pray, deny themselves legitimate pleasures, or chasten themselves, often to a

point of inflicting pain. They do this because they have a concept of what they
think God (or “the gods”) is like, so they seek to establish their own right-
eousness, being “ignorant of God’s righteousness.”
The Good News of the Christian faith is that no one need

suffer the pains of religious works. Christ’s blood can
cleanse our conscience from the “dead works™ of religion
(Hebrews 9:14). Jesus took our punishment upon
Himself, and He is the only One who can save us
from sin and death. See Acts 4:12 and John 14:6.

25 As he said also in Hosea, | will call
them my people, which were not my
people; and her beloved, which was not
beloved.

26 And it shall come to pass, that in the
place where it was said to them, You are
not my people; there shall they be called
the children of the living God.

27 lsaiah also cries concerning lIsrael,
Though the number of the children of
Israel be as the sand of the sea, a rem-
nant shall be saved:

28 For he will finish the work, and cut
it short in righteousness: because a short
work will the Lord make upon the earth.
29 And as Isaiah said before, Except the
Lord of Sabaoth had left us a seed, we
had been as Sodom, and been made like
to Gomorrah.

30 What shall we say then? That the
Gentiles, which followed not after right-
eousness, have attained to righteousness,
even the righteousness which is of faith.
31 But lIsrael, which followed after the
law of righteousness, has not attained to
the law of righteousness.

32 Wherefore? Because they sought it not

by faith, but as it were
by the works of the law. For they
stumbled at that stumblingstone;
33 As it is written, Behold, I lay in Zion
a stumblingstone and rock of offence:
and whosoever believes on him shall not
be ashamed.

CHAPTER 10
RETHREN, my heart’'s desire and
prayer to God for Israel is, that they

might be saved.

2 For | bear them record that they have
a zeal of God, but not according to knowl-
edge.

3 For they being ignorant of God’s right-
eousness, and going about to establish
their own righteousness, have not sub-
mitted themselves to the righteousness
of God.

4 For Christ is the end of the law for
righteousness to every one that believes.
5 For Moses describes the righteousness
which is of the law, That the man which
does those things shall live by them.

6 But the righteousness which is of faith
speaks on this wise, Say not in your heart,

9:32 For those who are trusting in good works, see Ephesians 2:8,9 and Titus 3:5.

10:1 The heart of a person who is close to God must be consumed with prayer for the salvation

of the world. The theme will permeate his prayers.
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Who shall ascend into heaven? (that is,
to bring Christ down from above:)

7 Or, Who shall descend into the deep?
(that is, to bring up Christ again from the
dead.)

8 But what said it? The word is near
you, even in your mouth, and in your
heart: that is, the word of faith, which
we preach;

9 That if you shall confess with your
mouth the Lord Jesus, and shall believe
in your heart that God has raised him
from the dead, you shall be saved.

10 For with the heart man believes to
righteousness; and with the mouth con-
fession is made to salvation.

11 For the scripture says, Whosoever
believes on him shall not be ashamed.
12 For there is no difference between
the Jew and the Greek: for the same
Lord over all is rich to all that call upon
him.

13 For whosoever shall call upon the
name of the Lord shall be saved.

14 How then shall they call on him in
whom they have not believed? and how
shall they believe in him of whom they
have not heard? and how shall they hear
without a preacher?
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15 And how shall they preach, except they
be sent? as it is written, How beautiful are
the feet of them that preach the gospel of
peace, and bring glad tidings of good things!
16 But they have not all obeyed the gos-
pel. For Isaiah says, Lord, who has be-
lieved our report?

17 So then faith comes by hearing, and
hearing by the word of God.

18 But I say, Have they not heard? Yes
verily, their sound went into all the earth,
and their words to the ends of the world.
19 But | say, Did not Israel know? First
Moses says, | will provoke you to jeal-
ousy by them that are no people, and by
a foolish nation I will anger you.

20 But Isaiah is very bold, and says, |
was found of them that sought me not; |
was made manifest to them that asked
not after me.

21 But to Israel he says, All day long |
have stretched forth my hands to a dis-
obedient and gainsaying people.

CHAPTER 11
SAY then, has God cast away his peo-
ple? God forbid. For I also am an Is-
raelite, of the seed of Abraham, of the
tribe of Benjamin.

10:9 We must confess and forsake our sins to receive God’s mercy: Here is a model prayer
of repentance, from Psalm 51: “Have mercy upon me, O God, according to your lovingkindness:
according to the multitude of Your tender mercies blot out my transgressions. Wash me thoroughly
from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin. For | acknowledge my transgressions, and my sin is
ever before me. Against You, You only, have | sinned, and done this evil in Your sight. | believe that
Jesus suffered and died in my place. | believe that He rose from the dead. | put my trust in Him this
day as my Lord and my Savior. | will read Your Word daily and obey what | read. In Jesus’ name |
pray. Amen.”

10:12 Here are God’s promises to those who call upon Him: “If we confess our sins, He is
faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness™ (1 John 1:9).
“He who believes in the Son of God has the witness in himself; he who does not believe God has
made Him a liar, because he has not believed the testimony that God has given of His Son. And this
is the testimony: that God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. He who has the Son
has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life. These things | have written to
you who believe in the name of the Son of God, that you may know that you have eternal life, and
that you may continue to believe in the name of the Son of God” (1 John 5:10-13).

10:13 Salvation is possible for every person. See also 1 Timothy 2:4.

10:15 If we take the gospel to a world that desperately needs to hear it, God considers even the
lowest part of us to be beautiful.
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2 God has not cast away his people
which he foreknew. Do you not know
what the scripture said of Elijah? how he
makes intercession to God against Israel,
saying,

3 Lord, they have killed your prophets,
and dug down your altars; and | am left
alone, and they seek my life.

4 But what said the answer of God to
him? I have reserved to myself seven thou-
sand men, who have not bowed the knee
to the image of Baal.

5 Even so then at this present time also
there is a remnant according to the elec-
tion of grace.

6 And if by grace, then is it no more of
works: otherwise grace is no more grace.
But if it be of works, then is it no more
grace: otherwise work is no more work.
7 What then? Israel has not obtained
that which he seeks for; but the election
has obtained it, and the rest were blinded
8 (According as it is written, God has
given them the spirit of slumber, eyes that
they should not see, and ears that they
should not hear;) to this day.

9 And David said, Let their table be made
a snare, and a trap, and a stumbling block,
and a recompense to them:

10 Let their eyes be darkened, that they
may not see, and bow down their back
always.

11 | say then, Have they stumbled that
they should fall? God forbid: but rather
through their fall salvation is come to the
Gentiles, for to provoke them to jealousy.
12 Now if the fall of them be the riches
of the world, and the diminishing of them
the riches of the Gentiles; how much more
their fulness?

13 For | speak to you Gentiles, inasmuch
as | am the apostle of the Gentiles, | mag-
nify mine office:

14 If by any means | may provoke to
emulation them which are my flesh, and
might save some of them.

15 For if the casting away of them be the
reconciling of the world, what shall the
receiving of them be, but life from the
dead?
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16 For if the firstfruit be holy, the lump
is also holy: and if the root be holy, so
are the branches.

17 And if some of the branches be bro-
ken off, and you, being a wild olive tree,
were grafted in among them, and with
them partake of the root and fatness of
the olive tree;

18 Boast not against the branches. But if
you boast, you bear not the root, but the
root you.

19 You will say then, The branches were
broken off, that | might be grafted in.

20 Well; because of unbelief they were
broken off, and you stand by faith. Be
not high-minded, but fear:

God, send me anywhere, only go with
me. Lay any burden on me, only sus-
tain me. And sever any tie in my heart
except the tie that binds my heart to
Yours.

DAVID LIVINGSTONE

21 For if God spared not the natural
branches, take heed lest he also spare
not you.

22 Behold therefore the goodness and
severity of God: on them which fell, se-
verity; but toward you, goodness, if you
continue in his goodness: otherwise you
also shall be cut off.

23 And they also, if they abide not still
in unbelief, shall be grafted in: for God is
able to graft them in again.

24 For if you were cut out of the olive
tree which is wild by nature, and were
grafted contrary to nature into a good
olive tree: how much more shall these,
which be the natural branches, be grafted
into their own olive tree?

25 For | would not, brethren, that you
should be ignorant of this mystery, lest
you should be wise in your own con-
ceits; that blindness in part is happened
to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles
be come in.

26 And so all Israel shall be saved: as it
is written, There shall come out of Zion
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the Deliverer, and shall turn away un-
godliness from Jacob:

27 For this is my covenant to them, when
I shall take away their sins.

28 As concerning the gospel, they are
enemies for your sakes: but as touching
the election, they are beloved for the fa-
thers’ sakes.

29 For the gifts and calling of God are
without repentance.

30 For as you in times past have not be-
lieved God, yet have now obtained mercy
through their unbelief:

31 Even so have these also now not be-
lieved, that through your mercy they also
may obtain mercy.

32 For God has concluded them all in
unbelief, that he might have mercy upon
all.

33 O the depth of the riches both of the
wisdom and knowledge of God! how un-
searchable are his judgments, and his
ways past finding out!

34 For who has known the mind of the
Lord? or who has been his counsellor?
35 Or who has first given to him, and it
shall be recompensed to him again?

36 For of him, and through him, and to
him, are all things: to whom be glory for
ever. Amen.

CHAPTER 12

BESEECH vyou therefore, brethren, by

the mercies of God, that you present your
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to
God, which is your reasonable service.
2 And be not conformed to this world: but
be transformed by the renewing of your
mind, that you may prove what is that
good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of
God.
3 For | say, through the grace given to
me, to every man that is among you, not
to think of himself more highly than he
ought to think; but to think soberly, ac-
cording as God has dealt to every man
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the measure of faith.

4 For as we have many members in one
body, and all members have not the same
office:

5 So we, being many, are one body in
Christ, and every one members one of
another.

6 Having then gifts differing according
to the grace that is given to us, whether
prophecy, let us prophesy according to
the proportion of faith;

7 Or ministry, let us wait on our minis-
tering: or he that teaches, on teaching;

8 Or he that exhorts, on exhortation: he
that gives, let him do it with simplicity; he
that rules, with diligence; he that shows
mercy, with cheerfulness.

9 Let love be without dissimulation. Ab-
hor that which is evil; cleave to that which
is good.

10 Be kindly affectionate one to another
with brotherly love; in honor preferring
one another;

11 Not slothful in business; fervent in
spirit; serving the Lord;

12 Rejoicing in hope; patient in tribula-
tion; continuing instant in prayer;

13 Distributing to the necessity of saints;
given to hospitality.

14 Bless them which persecute you: bless,
and curse not.

15 Rejoice with them that do rejoice, and
weep with them that weep.

16 Be of the same mind one toward an-
other. Mind not high things, but conde-
scend to men of low estate. Be not wise
in your own conceits.

17 Recompense to no man evil for evil.
Provide things honest in the sight of all
men.

18 If it be possible, as much as lies in
you, live peaceably with all men.

19 Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves,
but rather give place to wrath: for it is
written, Vengeance is mine; | will repay,
said the Lord.

12:1 “If Jesus Christ be God and died for me, no sacrifice | make can be too great for Him.” C. T.

Studd



“I was honored
today with having
a few stones, dirt,
rotten eggs,

and pieces of
dead cats

thrown at me.”

20 Therefore if your enemy hunger, feed
him; if he thirst, give him drink: for in so
doing you shall heap coals of fire on his
head.

21 Be not overcome of evil, but over-
come evil with good.

Are there contradictions in the Bible?
See Matthew 27:37 footnote.

CHAPTER 13

ET every soul be subject to the high-

er powers. For there is no power but
of God: the powers that be are ordained
of God.
2 Whosoever therefore resists the power,
resists the ordinance of God: and they
that resist shall receive to themselves
damnation.
3 For rulers are not a terror to good
works, but to the evil. Will you then not
be afraid of the power? do that which is
good, and you shall have praise of the
same:
4 For he is the minister of God to you
for good. But if you do that which is evil,
be afraid; for he bears not the sword in
vain: for he is the minister of God, a re-
venger to execute wrath upon him that
does evil.
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5 Wherefore you must needs be subject,
not only for wrath, but also for con-
science sake.

6 For for this cause you pay tribute also:
for they are God’s ministers, attending
continually upon this very thing.

7 Render therefore to all their dues: trib-
ute to whom tribute is due; custom to
whom custom; fear to whom fear; honor
to whom honor.

8 Owe no man any thing, but to love one
another: for he that loves another has
fulfilled the law.

9 For this, You shall not commit adul-
tery, You shall not kill, You shall not
steal, You shall not bear false witness,
You shall not covet; and if there be any
other commandment, it is briefly com-
prehended in this saying, namely, You
shall love your neighbor as yourself.

10 Love works no ill to his neighbor:
therefore love is the fulfilling of the law.
11 And that, knowing the time, that now
it is high time to awake out of sleep: for now
is our salvation nearer than when we be-
lieved.

12 The night is far spent, the day is at
hand: let us therefore cast off the works of
darkness, and let us put on the armor of
light.

13 Let us walk honestly, as in the day;
not in rioting and drunkenness, not in
chambering and wantonness, not in strife
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QUESTIONS & OBIJECTIONS

“How do | witness to
someone | know?”

14:12

For most of us, it is far easier to witness to a stranger
than to someone we know and respect. An effective

454

way to soften the message without compromise is to speak in the “first person™ or in testimoni-
al form. Say something like, “I didn’t realize that the Bible warns that for every idle word | have
spoken, | will have to give an account on Judgment Day. | thought that as long as | believed in
God and tried to live a good life, | would go to heaven when | died. | was so wrong. Jesus said
that if | as much as looked with lust, | had committed adultery in my heart, and that there was
nothing | could do to wash away my sins. | knew that if God judged me by the Ten Command-
ments on Judgment Day, | would end up guilty, and go to hell.

“It was when | acknowledged my sins that | began to understand why Jesus died. It was to
take the punishment for my sins, and the sins of the world.” Then, depending on the person’s
openness, you may ask, “How do you think you will do on Judgment Day, if God judges you by

the Ten Commandments?”

and envying.

14 But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and
make not provision for the flesh, to fulfil
the lusts thereof.

CHAPTER 14

IM that is weak in the faith receive,

but not to doubtful disputations.
2 For one believes that he may eat all
things: another, who is weak, eats herbs.
3 Let not him that eats despise him that
eats not; and let not him which eats not
judge him that eats: for God has received
him.
4 Who are you that judge another man’s
servant? to his own master he stands or
falls. Yes, he shall be held up: for God is
able to make him stand.
5 One man esteems one day above an-
other: another esteems every day alike.
Let every man be fully persuaded in his
own mind.
6 He that regards the day, regards it to
the Lord; and he that regards not the day,
to the Lord he does not regard it. He that

eats, eats to the Lord, for he gives God
thanks; and he that eats not, to the Lord
he eats not, and gives God thanks.

7 For none of us lives to himself, and
no man dies to himself.

8 For whether we live, we live to the
Lord; and whether we die, we die to the
Lord: whether we live therefore, or die,
we are the Lord’s.

9 For to this end Christ both died, and
rose, and revived, that he might be Lord
both of the dead and living.

10 But why do you judge your brother?
or why do you set at nought your broth-
er? for we shall all stand before the judg-
ment seat of Christ.

11 For it is written, As | live, says the
Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and
every tongue shall confess to God.

12 So then every one of us shall give ac-
count of himself to God.

13 Let us not therefore judge one an-
other any more: but judge this rather, that
no man put a stumblingblock or an occa-
sion to fall in his brother’s way.

13:14 Salvation comes through trusting Jesus Christ in the same way you trust a parachute. You
don’t just “believe™ in it, you put it on. See Galatians 3:27.

14:2 Vegetarianism. See 1 Timothy 4:3 footnote.

14:10 Judgment Day: For verses that warn of its reality, see 2 Corinthians 5:10.
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14 | know, and am persuaded by the
Lord Jesus, that there is nothing unclean
of itself: but to him that esteems any
thing to be unclean, to him it is unclean.
15 But if your brother be grieved with
your meat, now you do not walk charita-
bly. Destroy not him with your meat, for
whom Christ died.

16 Let not then your good be evil spo-
ken of:

17 For the kingdom of God is not meat
and drink; but righteousness, and peace,
and joy in the Holy Spirit.

18 For he that in these things serves
Christ is acceptable to God, and approved
of men.

19 Let us therefore follow after the things
which make for peace, and things where-
with one may edify another.

20 For meat destroy not the work of
God. All things indeed are pure; but it is
evil for that man who eats with offence.
21 It is good neither to eat flesh, nor to
drink wine, nor any thing whereby your
brother stumbles, or is offended, or is
made weak.

22 Do you have faith? have it to yourself
before God. Happy is he that condemns
not himself in that thing which he allows.
23 And he that doubts is damned if he
eat, because he eats not of faith: for what-
soever is not of faith is sin.

CHAPTER 15

E then that are strong ought to

bear the infirmities of the weak,
and not to please ourselves.
2 Let every one of us please his neigh-
bor for his good to edification.
3 For even Christ pleased not himself;
but, as it is written, The reproaches of
them that reproached you fell on me.
4 For whatsoever things were written
beforetime were written for our learning,
that we through patience and comfort of
the scriptures might have hope.
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5 Now the God of patience and conso-
lation grant you to be likeminded one
toward another according to Christ Jesus:
6 That you may with one mind and one
mouth glorify God, even the Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ.

7 Wherefore receive one another, as
Christ also received us to the glory of God.
8 Now | say that Jesus Christ was a min-
ister of the circumcision for the truth of
God, to confirm the promises made to
the fathers:

9 And that the Gentiles might glorify
God for his mercy; as it is written, For
this cause | will confess to you among
the Gentiles, and sing to your name.

No pursuit of mortal men is to be com-
pared with that of soul-winning.
CHARLES SPURGEON

10 And again he says, Rejoice, you Gen-
tiles, with his people.

11 And again, Praise the Lord, all you
Gentiles; and laud him, all you people.
12 And again, Isaiah says, There shall be
a root of Jesse, and he that shall rise to
reign over the Gentiles; in him shall the
Gentiles trust.

13 Now the God of hope fill you with
all joy and peace in believing, that you
may abound in hope, through the power
of the Holy Spirit.

14 And | myself also am persuaded of
you, my brethren, that you also are full
of goodness, filled with all knowledge,
able also to admonish one another.

15 Nevertheless, brethren, | have writ-
ten the more boldly to you in some sort,
as putting you in mind, because of the
grace that is given to me of God,

16 That I should be the minister of Jesus
Christ to the Gentiles, ministering the
gospel of God, that the offering up of the
Gentiles might be acceptable, being sanc-

15:16 “‘Consider as sin any minute of life spent on something other than saving souls for eternity
from this world doomed to destruction.” Richard Wurmbrand



Memorize the
Ten Commandments

Memorize the Ten Commandments using these special picture figures.
Then test your memory, and grade yourself. Put each picture in your mind,
and it will remind you of each commandment.

1. “You shall
have no other
gods before
Me”

(God should be
Number One)

3. “You shall
not take the
name of the
Lord your God
in vain”

(Don’t use your lips
to dishonor God)

5. “Honor your
Father and
your Mother™

7. “You shall
not commit
adultery”
(Adultery leaves a
heart broken)

9. “You shall
not lie”
(a “lying” nine)

2. “You shall
not make
yourself any
graven image”’
(Don’t bow down to
anything but God)

4. “Remember
the Sabbath
Day to keep it
holy”

(Don’t neglect the
things of God)

6. “You shall
not kill”’

8. ““You shall
not steal”

10. ““You shall
not covet”
(want what others
have)
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tified by the Holy Spirit.

17 | have therefore whereof | may glory
through Jesus Christ in those things which
pertain to God.

18 For I will not dare to speak of any of
those things which Christ has not wrought
by me, to make the Gentiles obedient, by
word and deed,

19 Through mighty signs and wonders,
by the power of the Spirit of God; so
that from Jerusalem, and round about
to Hlyricum, | have fully preached the
gospel of Christ.

20 Yea, so have | strived to preach the
gospel, not where Christ was named, lest
I should build upon another man’s foun-
dation:

21 But as it is written, To whom he was
not spoken of, they shall see: and they
that have not heard shall understand.

22 For which cause also | have been
much hindered from coming to you.

23 But now having no more place in
these parts, and having a great desire these
many years to come to you;

24 Whenever | take my journey into
Spain, | will come to you: for | trust to
see you in my journey, and to be brought
on my way thitherward by you, if first |
be somewhat filled with your company.
25 But now I go to Jerusalem to minis-
ter to the saints.

26 For it has pleased them of Macedonia
and Achaia to make a certain contribu-
tion for the poor saints which are at Jeru-
salem.

27 It has pleased them verily; and their
debtors they are. For if the Gentiles have
been made partakers of their spiritual
things, their duty is also to minister to
them in carnal things.

28 When therefore | have performed this,
and have sealed to them this fruit, I will
come by you into Spain.
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29 And | am sure that, when | come to
you, | shall come in the fulness of the
blessing of the gospel of Christ.

30 Now I beseech you, brethren, for the
Lord Jesus Christ’s sake, and for the love
of the Spirit, that you strive together with
me in your prayers to God for me;

31 That I may be delivered from them
that do not believe in Judea; and that my
service which | have for Jerusalem may
be accepted of the saints;

32 That | may come to you with joy by
the will of God, and may with you be re-
freshed.

33 Now the God of peace be with you
all. Amen.

CHAPTER 16
COMMEND to you Phebe our sister,
which is a servant of the church which

is at Cenchrea:

2 That you receive her in the Lord, as
becomes saints, and that you assist her
in whatsoever business she has need of
you: for she has been a succourer of many,
and of myself also.

3 Greet Priscilla and Aquila my helpers
in Christ Jesus:

4 Who have for my life laid down their
own necks: to whom not only I give
thanks, but also all the churches of the
Gentiles.

5 Likewise greet the church that is in
their house. Salute my wellbeloved Epae-
netus, who is the firstfruits of Achaia to
Christ.

6 Greet Mary, who bestowed much labor
on us.

7 Salute Andronicus and Junia, my kins-
men, and my fellow-prisoners, who are
of note among the apostles, who also
were in Christ before me.

8 Greet Amplias my beloved in the Lord.
9 Salute Urbane, our helper in Christ,

16:5 Believers in many countries today must meet secretly in homes to worship. These “house
churches” follow the New Testament model for fellowship, prayer, and study of the Scriptures bet-
ter than do many modern churches that have the finest facilities. The true Church is actually the body
of believers, and can worship the Lord with or without a building.
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and Stachys my beloved.

10 Salute Apelles approved in Christ.
Salute them which are of Aristobulus’
household.

11 Salute Herodion my kinsman. Greet
them that be of the household of Nar-
cissus, which are in the Lord.

12 Salute Tryphena and Tryphosa, who
labor in the Lord. Salute the beloved
Persis, which labored much in the Lord.
13 Salute Rufus chosen in the Lord, and
his mother and mine.

14 Salute Asyncritus, Phlegon, Hermas,
Patrobas, Hermes, and the brethren which
are with them.

15 Salute Philologus, and Julia, Nereus,
and his sister, and Olympas, and all the
saints which are with them.

16 Salute one another with an holy
kiss. The churches of Christ salute you.
17 Now | beseech you, brethren, mark
them which cause divisions and offences
contrary to the doctrine which you have
learned; and avoid them.

18 For they that are such serve not our
Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly;
and by good words and fair speeches de-
ceive the hearts of the simple.

19 For your obedience is come abroad
to all men. | am glad therefore on your
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behalf: but yet | would have you wise to
that which is good, and simple concern-
ing evil.

20 And the God of peace shall bruise
Satan under your feet shortly. The grace
of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
Amen.

21 Timotheus my workfellow, and Lu-
cius, and Jason, and Sosipater, my kins-
men, salute you.

22 | Tertius, who wrote this epistle, sa-
lute you in the Lord.

23 Gaius mine host, and of the whole
church, salutes you. Erastus the chamber-
lain of the city salutes you, and Quartus
a brother.

24 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ
be with you all. Amen.

25 Now to him that is of power to stab-
lish you according to my gospel, and the
preaching of Jesus Christ, according to
the revelation of the mystery, which was
kept secret since the world began,

26 But now is made manifest, and by
the scriptures of the prophets, according
to the commandment of the everlasting
God, made known to all nations for the
obedience of faith:

27 To God only wise, be glory through
Jesus Christ for ever. Amen.

ROMANS 16:27



